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Miile hq not yet quite as relaxed as the 
felloM in the picture, publication of this 
nonths neusietter uas a bit easier than in 
past nonths. For the first tine in our 
brief history, the AAAC News features two 
articles submitted by members! 


I uouid Hke to thart< both Jay vicory and 
Jerry Krantz for being the first to 
submit articles for the newsletter. Jerry 
gets an extra special "atta boy" for 
submitting his article on disk in Newsroom 


i q 1 2[ 


huwle th«^s! 

I hq>e this is but the first wave of a 
continuing torrent of articles submitted 
by ov#- members. With over 100 members 
now in tl« user group, if everyone sent in 
just one »^1e a year for the news¬ 
letter we would have over eight member 
articles each month! I can't believe any¬ 
one is too busy to put together a brief 
article once a year to share your ideas, 
problems, fikes. dislikes or accomplishments 
n the world of computing. Don't feel you 
have nothing to offer of interest to 
others. Somebody out there may be look¬ 
ing frantically for just the bit of infor¬ 
mation you may be able to offer! 

If you weren't at last month's meeting, you 
didn't get a chance to eyeball our new 
Popia /^r system! No longer will we have 
to scrambie to put together a system for 
a software demo at our meetings! And Art 
is glad to have 
something to make 
the public domain 
disk copies on 
other than his 
own macNne. 

My sincere thanks 
to Marcia Swan, 
for all the work 
and numerous 
phone calls she 
made in trying to 

? et the best deal 
o stretch our 
Imited funds. 



John Crookshank has ■ 

suggested an idea that VA./' 

might prove to be a 

good way to attract new ''•W'' 

members to our merry ^ 

little group. Computer J 

swap and shop shows are 

put on quite frequently 

m the suburban areas, V/ 

and John feels we could y /I] i 

pick up some additional I //f t 

members by manning a — 

table at some of these 

shows to pass out AAAC ^formation. 

He feels the show sponsors mi^t donate 
table space in return for a mention of 
their show in our newsletter, f^yone out 
there interested in makstg contact with a 
show or passing out info if this proves 
feasible? If so, please let me know. 
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AAAC MEETING 
THURS.-MAy 8 | 

7x00 - 9:00 

APPLEWORKS - PART ffl 


The next meeting of the Aurora Area 
Apple Core will be on Thursday, Mw 8th in 
the Naubonsee Community Collie Center 
Building from 7=00 PM to 3:(M) PM. The 
program will continue the examination of 
AppfeWorks, with concentration this month 
on the spreadsheet portion of this 
excellent integrated software program. 

Electronic spreadsheets are used to 
perform mathematical "what if" analysis of 
numerous personal and business problems. 
Examples of the usefulness of this 
powerful tool will be demonstrated. 


LIFE'S GREATEST SATISFACTIONS 
INCLUDE GETTING THE LAST 
LAUGH, HAUIHG THE LAST WORD 
- AND PAYING THE LAST 
INSTALLMENT! 

























As wsls mentioned in last month's 
sewsletter and at the April meetinv, 
HicroSPAEC, Inc., publishers of Kibble 
and Kibble Hac magazines. Kill donate 
three one-year subscriptions to each 
magazine to use as membership incen¬ 
tives. KicroSPARC makes this offer 
to encourage cvtrrent members to 
participate in their user group, and 
to stimulate new members into Joining 
a users group. 

It mas decided ne nould take advan¬ 
tage of this fine offer as folloKs: 

1. The first member to submit an 
article for the newsletter would be 
rewarded with a subscription to 
Kibble. 

2. A second Kibble subscription would 
be used as a raffle prize for the 
general membership at the Kay 
meeting. 

2. The third Kibble sub^ription wovild 
be awarded to the first member to 
s\tbmit TKO articles to the newsletter 
for publication. 

4. Since we do not have any Kac 
owners as member^ the first three 
Hac peoplg to Join the AAAC would 
each receive an eight issue sub- 
scripton to Kibble Kac. 

Boy, talk about results! At break 
time. Jay Uicory handed in the first 


JOYSTICK 

PROBLEM 

FIXED 


A recent problem with my Hayes Hach 
HI Joystick had an unexpected and 
most pleasant solvrtion. In trying to 
enable the self-center mode. I 
accidently broke off a small plastic 
tab inside the control box. Since the 
joystick is almost three years old, I 
was afraid I might not be able to 
have it repaired. 

A caH to Hayes, now renai&ed SK 
Products, in California confirmed 


that I could still return the product 
for repair if I included a check for 
*2 to cover shipping and handling 
and gave them my address where 
they could notify me of the repair 
bill tot^. 

About two weeks after sending the 
^ystick to them, I was suprised to 
return home from work one day to 
find a box sitting on my front porch 
from UPS. Upon opening ih I was 
Pleased to discover my fully repaired 
Hach III. The real surprise however 
came when I opened up the invoice! 

The repair invoice was marked ^0.00 
due and stapled to the back of it was 
my $2 check! They did not even 
bother to charge me for the return 
UPS shipping charge! 

In this day and age of vaporware, 
quick buck artists, deceptive 
marketing hype and non-support for 
users, it is extremely refreshing to 
find a company who deals in a very 
hard to find commodity - SERUICE! I 
have always enjoyed my Hach III. and 
until I managed to mistreat it, was 
never disappointed in its perform¬ 
ance. Kow that I know what kind of 
company stamds behind it. Ill enjoy it 
even more! 

If you are in the market for a Joy¬ 
stick for your Apple, I would highly 
recommend you check out the CH 
Products line. I think you will be 
pleased by both the product and the 
company. 



MicroTech 

012) B92-3551 

Echo Disks 600! 

ssra>-io/Ae.5o 20 /A 12.50 so/ais.oo 

DSDD-10/A7.50 20/A14.60 30/$21.00 

Sentinel Disks 660! 

ffiDD - 10/A7.00 a>/A13.60 30/A20.00 
DSDD - 10/«8.00 20/A16.60 30/A23.00 

VeriFlex Disks 800 

SSDD-A 8 .OO DSDD-AIO.OO 

Disk Files 

eo disk file ciase - A7.50!!! 

Roll Top file - #27.00 

Printer Ribbons 

Apple DMP & Zmagewriter #5.00 
Colors #5.50 
Other brands, too! 

Pin Feed Labels 

#11.00/5000 #3.00/1000 
Colors #4.00/1000 

Cl^n Edge Paper 2BOO/#04.OO 
Ikdve Head Cleaner #7.00 


Sea tta at, ttoun- ■eetCwq 


ejaJUtJ 













Have you ever uished to use the 
back sides of your disks nithout 
taking the chance of defacing it mth 
scissors? Hell, there is a teiiaporary 

? r permanent nay to read and nribe 
o the back sides of your disks! find 
you don't have to use scissors! 

The uni-disk has a snail snitch 
inside of it that detects if a nrite 
protect tab is present. What needs 
to be doir^e is to deactivate thjs 
snitch nith a simple modification that 
can be reversed. You'll need a 
Phillips screndriver and a jenelers 
(or other small Phillips) screndriver. 

First, take the four screns on the 
bottom of your drive out. Hon. care¬ 
fully slide the metal housing off to- 
nard the back. Once you have taken 
the cover off, on the right hand side 
of the drive, you should see a small 
indentation nith tno even smaller 
screns in it. Hon loosen (not too 
much!) .the scren nearest the front of 
the drive. Pxish that scren all the 
nay donn (to turn off the snitch) 
and tighten. 

To turn the protect snitch back on, 
push the scren back to its original 
position and tighten.. Replace the 
cover and screns and then you'll be 
all set to nrite to the back side of a 
disk. By the nay, this may void your 
narraniy, so I am pot responsible for 
any "mishaps". Enjoy! 

ED'S HOTE: Please note that this mod 
is not for the faint of heart or the 


1 i*i' 'tji ;i!il 


accidently format the FRUHT side of a 
disk as nell as the back! If you 
forget to change drive designations 
or path names, you could have a 
problem. Saving a file to the nrong 
side of a disk should not be too much 
of a problem, other than making it 
hard to find again. If the disk does 
not have enough room on it, the 
operating system nill tell you. 



Just in courtesy of Jan Sprague and the 
U.S. Mail! Apple users uith a modem can 
nou access the uaubonsee Community 
College Library on-line card catalog by 
calling <312) 468-7766. 

The on-ling catalog includes all book 
holdings. Callers uill be able to learp book 
call letters and numbers, bibliographic in¬ 
formation, and book auailability. There is 
no charge for this service. Thanks Jan! 

»««««««* « « t*1K**1K1Kt*** 
WHAT YOU DDHT KNOW YOU CAN LEARN 


Here is the ansuer to last month's NA^ 
quiz. Remembe^r, these are NASA's ansuers. 
not mine, so if you don't agree uith an 
answer call NASA not me! 

1 - Tanks of Oxygen - Fills respiratbn 

needs 

2 - Water - Replenishes loss due to 

sueating. etc. , 

3 - Stellar Map - Principal means of 

finding directions. 

4 - Food Concentrate - Supplies daily 

food requirement. 

5 - Rcvr/Transmitter - Distress signal 

transmitter, possible communication 
with mother ship. 

6 - Nylon Rope - Help in climbing. 

7 - 'irst Aid Kit - Oral and injection 


t * tt t 


7 - 'irst Aid Kit - Oral and injection 

i i'idicine valuable. 

8 -■ Parachute Silk - Shelter against the 

sun. 

S - Life Raft - C02 bottle could be used 
,,, for self-PfOPulsion. ^ „ 

10 - Fl^es - Distress call when line of 

sight i*? pcesible. 

11 - ftstols - Could be used m self- 

r ropulsion devices. 

12 - Condensed Milk - Mix uith water for 

drinking. 

13 - Portabi® Heater - Useful only if 

party is on dark side of moon. 

!4 - Compass - No magntic poles on the 
moon - useless. 

15 - Matches - Ho air on the moon - 
useless. 

To arade yourself, take the absolute 
difference between NASA's answer and 
your answer for each question. (That is. 
If their answer is 12 and yours is 5, the 
absoulte difference is 7). Add up the 
differences for your total score. The 
object is to get the lowest score 
possible. Thanks to the Sandwich 
Commodore Users Group (S.C.U.G). 


THE MOST HUMiLIATiNG TWNG ABOUT SCENCE IS 
THAT IT KKPS FILLING OUR HOMES WITH 
GADGETS SMARTER TWIN WE ARE! 

to look over 

' this months disks 

of public domain 
software! TNs 
months offerings 
bicKide a Graphic 
Design disk from 
the TAG which 
includes 36 new 
pictures for use 
with the Print 
Shop. Also, a c8sk 
about Forth and a 
Forth tutorial uill 
be offered. All 

I public domain disks 

I NftNT YOU,,, members and can 

_I_:_i_J be purchased at 

the May meeting. 














USING PRODOS by Jerry Krantz 

Uhat is the advantage of ProDos? I imagine 
a lot of you at least once asked yourself 
that question. 

Belno introduced to the Apple in 
September 1980 uith Dos 3.3 (Dos 3.2 was 
^st retired) I found it very easy to 
learn. Uhen I traded my 3C for a //e last 
year I also got a ccgsy of ProDos. 

Thinking to myself, this must be an 
mprovement over 3.3, 1 booted the disk. 
The first thing that 1 found mas that 


Another 
regardless . 
is to urite your 


way tp save that program . 

Of which prefix you were under 
ogram then instead of 



seemed you 

VWUlU IIHVIO llze, defeie, lock, unlock or 

renanf fllas wj^ut using the User's Disk. 

Additiwal fttef need to be copied from 
theJProDos Users disk. These files are 
BA?IC.SYSTE«. and PRODOS. With an initialized 
disk and these two files you can boot a 
disk that you made and and start compiling 
and storing programs. 

Mith Dos 3.3. upon booting the disk you 
can have the Apple run a program 
automatically by naming that program 
^|LL0"- With ProDos you can do the same 
thing, however, the name of the program 
has to be named "STARTUP". 

The main thing that confused me was 
using UOLUMES and finding out what a 
PfenX was. 

Volumes are a good way of organizing 
your files <programs)^or instance, you 
could name a volume "RtCElPtS", then any 
receipes that you had fi|ed away could 
easily be found under this volume. 

In Oos 3.3 you would boot the disk and 
from then on any of the commands (SAVE, 
LOCK, UNLOCK, CATALOG, etc.) would default 
to drive one. To change which drive you 
were using, you would simply enter a ",D2" 
after uhat ever command and Dos 3.3 
would access drive two from then on. 

A volume on the other hand could be in 
Drive 1, Drive 2, a Hard Disk or even a Ram 
Card which ProDos can use as a solid 
state disk drive! it can also be a 
SUBDIRECTORY under a Volume (see 
/RECEIPES-'MAIN.COURSE below). 

For instance, if you had a new receipe 
for meatloaf that you wanted to save. 
First you would write the program. Then 
change your PREFIX to: 

"S«UE 

meatloaf receipe would be "filed" under 
ft^RCOURSE wfacb is under RECEIPES. 


PRODOS -TREE" 


MAILIHG.LIST 


* I 

RECEIPES 

I 

1 


*1 
RAHI 


I1A1H.C0URSE DESERTS 


14 To get 

'prefix 


is /RECEIPES/I^IN. 


tory th< 
1.C0URSE 


* The Volumes MA1N.C0URSE and 
RECEIPES can be in either drive. 
Rhen the PREFIK command is 
executed, ProDos uiU hunt for the 
volume wherever it is located! 


SAVE/RECEIPES/MAIH,COURSE/I1EATLOAF. How 
no matter what volume you are under, 
ProDos will save the program MEATLOAF 
under /RECEIPES/'MAIN.COURSE. 

Just like the ,D2 command in Dos 3.3, 
after you set the PREFIX, each command 
after that will be executed under that 
volume or subdirectory. 

If fro instance, you were working under 
a volume named |1A3L1NG,UST a^d wanted ' 

S ow work on a dessert receipe you wouli 
o the following. First we need to change 
our PREFR because our current PREFIX is 
MAILING.LIST, any commands will be executed 
in that SUteECTORY. So we type "PREFIX 
/RECEIPES/DESERTS". After hitting RETURN 
both Disk Drive lights will light and. we . 
should now be in the correct subdirectory 
so we can compile and save our new 
dessert receipe! 

Notice the between MAIN and COURSE 
that is placed there to indicate a "wNte" 
space. ProDos does not allow such spaces 
between words in a program name. A period 
is normally used for a space. 

If you didn't type the "PATH" exactly as 
it was spelled uhen it was created 
(including the ^ between the volume and 
it’s subrarectory) the error message 
"PATH NOT FOUND" will be returned. 

Notice the on top of the three 
subdirectories or volumes (MAIL.LIST, 
RECEIPES, and RAM). This slash is called 
"ROOT" because it is at the root of the 
ProDos Tree. It is very important that It 
precedes your path to a new Volume. 
Otherwise rroDos considers your new 
PREFIX as being below your current PREFIX. 

An example might be if your current 
PREFK is ^RECEIPES/ and you wanted to 
move to /MAIL.LIST/ and you typed 
"PREFIXMAIL.LIST". ProDos will return PATH 
NOT FOUND. The reason being, ProDos is 
trying to move to a subdirectory below 
RECEIPES called MAIL.LIST. The only 
subdirectories below RECEIPES are 
MAIH.COURSE and DESERTS. You must include 
the preceding ie. PREFIX /MAILING.LIST. 
That way ProDos goes directly from "ROOT" 

/ to ma1ing.list, 

Under the there is also a VOLUME 
■called "RAM". This ram can be used like, a 
disk drive. You can SAVE, CATALOG, and 
LOAD a program almost instantly. The 
amount of FREE BLOCKS depends on how 
much ram is in your 80-coluran card. One 
word of caution, anything saved on ram Is 
there on a TEMPORARY basis. If you turn 
off the compiAer, the files under the RAM 
volume will be lostl 

I have written a short program which 
will let you catalog, create subdirectories, 
and show what volume names are in each 
disk drive, it will also let you move up and 
down through the ProDos tree. It should 
be of great help in understanding hiow 
ProDos operates. 

I will bring it to the next meeting in 
case anyone would like a copy of it. 

I likei ProDos mainly because of the 
speed at which it retrieves and saves 
programs. 

Anyone who has a question about 
ProDos can ask me as 1 would be happy to 
give any help that I can. But please be 
aware that 1 myself am still learning! 

Jerry Krantz 





NEW APPLE! 
MAGAZNE BORM 


As I mentioned at the last meeting, a neu 
Apple II magazine, 11 Computing, is nou on 
the market. The magazine is published bi¬ 
monthly, six issues a year, by Antic 
Pubfisrang, uho also puts out an Atari 
magazine. 

I discouered this magazine, their Feb/Mar 
1986 issue, at Malden Books in Fox Ualley 
Hall. The tNng that caught my attention 
is that they publish BASIC program listings 
(uith a bit count checking program to 
check your typing accuracy) that you can 
enter to add to ytxir program library. 

One program in particular caught my 
attention. It's a grapNcs program in BASIC 
that allows you to capture a portion of a 
K-res picture and save it to disk in a 
format usable by Tl» Print Shop. Sourxls 
fke a neat way to add some neu Print 
Shop pics to my collection. (One douner 
about this program - it's author is 14 
raars old! That's not fair! Hou can he 
know so much at only 14?) 

I Computing is offervig a special charter 
subscription rate of 111.97 for a year. 
They also have an Action subscription 
which includes all the programs on disk in 
addition to the magazine. This runs $59.95 
a year while the charter subscription is 
offered. 

Houever. B Computing also offers a special 
bulk rate for user's Groups that provides 
an addtional 20?J discount - $9.58 for the 
magazine only; $47.96 for the magazine and 
all programs on dsk. They require a 
minimum of two and a maximum of 75 per 
order, uith all subscriptions on a order 
being the same type. i.e.. magazine only or 
magazhe and dsk. 

Several issues of H Computing uill be avail¬ 
able at the May meeting for your exam¬ 
ination. Marcia Suan win have the form 
for subscribing if you are interested. 



WARM BOOT 
FOR 80 COL. 
DISPLAY - 
OTHER 80 


these <«^ks is 
try to return 


To send output to the 


column dispt. 


he 


80 column mode, print i;hks( 4);”PWKJ" 
returns y(HJ to the ^ cokmnr card in slot 
3. Houever, this causes the screen to be 
cleared Just as if you had given the HOME 
command. 

To return to the 80 column screen, and 
still have all the information on it, 
requires a "warm boot" of ^ e screen. 

This can be done under IDS 3.3 by 
replacing the Pf^fT aiR$<4)fT»R#y command 
uith PO® 54^7: POKE 55,195: CALL 1002. 
Lbider PrdJOS, the same thwig can be „ 
accomplished by PRIN T a«$<4^'TO4i«$CH)7“. 
(Hex ad(fr-ess CSXm. 

Apple has another, alth^xigh compB- 

cated, method for Pr<rf)0S us^'s: 

10 0$ = a«$(4> 

20 PRINT D$fPR#3":REM TtBTi on col card 
30 PRINT “This is display^ in ^ cokmns" 

40 REM Save settings of ProOOS UO hooks 
as PR#3 and !N#3 so that wHdeo t/0 can be 
restored without clearing screen 
50 PRINT D$;''PR#3J¥';256 I PEEK (48689) + 
PEEK (48688) 

^PRgr WglN#3,A"-,256 * PEEK (4869D + 

70 ^WT PRWT CHR$(9^''8(Mf:REM 

Printer card on; screen echo off 
eO PRINT 'TWs is printed on tt« printer" 

90 REM Restore video I/O twxjks 
100 PRINT D$i;''PR#3'': PRINT D$?W#3" 

110 F^T “Back to the scre«i again" 

Try all of these methods and use the 
one(s) you like best. 

Other prdslems uith the ^ colum card 
show up uhen using the UTFS and HTAB 
commands. A simpte program such as. 


If you use Apple’s 80 column card for your 
own programs, you have probably noticed 
that it has a feu qvarks that may be 
causing you some problems as a 
programmer. One of the most annoying of 


AW r ixiis I rrxw”w 

20 l«ME: UTAB PRINT "»CLL(L fcKMJ)" 
will not print HELLO, HOnj) on «« 20 as 
the program instructs, but ball print it on 
line 1 of the screen. This is because the 
UTAB command doesn't affect the vertical 
cursor position mless ytxj have printed 
something to the screen sarce the last 
PR#3 command. 

This problem can be avoided by 
Bicluding a PRINT statement rwt after 
you turn on the 80 column card uith PR#3. 
Add a PRINT to the end of line 10 and see 
what difference this makes. 

HTAB'mg in 80 column can be dfficult if you 
have an unenhanced //e. If you wish to 
position the cursor beyond coKmn 40, you 
must use POKE 36,n instead of HTAB (n is a 
number from 0 to 79.) When POKEing, thie 
first column is 0; uhen usmgHTAB, the 
first column is 1. The neu R(^ chips in the 
//c and enchanced //e's fixed this 
problem, so HTAB can be used to position 




column card is 

Finally, if the 80 column card is active and 
your cursor is in the right half of the 
screen, using ESC 4 to switch to 40 column 
mode can trash your program m memory. 

Thanks to Nibble and A+ for these tips. 
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